The pharmacist's role in controlling bloodborne infections with emphasis on procuring safe injection systems.
The hospital's department of pharmacy plays an important role in lessening the risk of bloodborne disease transmission through its influences in the coordination and control of the hospital's drug distribution system, intravenous (IV) admixture service and purchasing decisions with regard to injectable drug products. A review of drug distribution systems has shown that the unit-dose system is the most advantageous in terms of accuracy, safety, time savings and overall costs to the institution. Needlestick injuries are an occupational hazard for healthcare workers. Today, the need for safety in medication administration is a priority in injectable medication systems. Pre-filled cartridges offer a number of advantages, one of which is their safety in preventing needlesticks, through facilitating administration of medication quickly and easily and disposal of the needle immediately thereafter.